
As a result of a focus on
building knowledge within the 
context equitable practices 
within a coherent, standards-
aligned curriculum, we can 
expect to see students... 

• Demonstrate Mastery - Students 
master grade level content and skills, 
and they demonstrate key content-
specific practices 

• Craft an Identity - Students
demonstrate ownership of the 
learning by asking questions,
extending the learning outside of the 
classroom, or advocating for learning 
needs. 

• Display Creativity - Students 
answer questions with multiple 
defensible solutions and/or solution 
pathways.

Students will be able to transfer 
knowledge across contexts and 
develop the mental models 
necessary for crafting a future of 
their choosing. 

As a result of a focus on producing
authentic work utilizing equitable practices 
that employs a critical consciousness, we 
can expect to see students...

• Demonstrate Mastery - Student product is the 
authentic work of the discipline and incorporates 
the unique voice of the student.

• Craft an Identity - Students analyze societal 
structures and articulate a belief that they can 
influence the world.

• Display Creativity - Students demonstrate 
social action by completing a project or product 
that makes an impact on the world.

Students will be able to develop the mental 
models that support creative problem
solving, create solutions, and fine tune the 
executive leadership skills necessary for
postsecondary success.

As a result of a focus on developing 21st 
century skills, we can expect to see 
students...

• Demonstrate Mastery - Students master the 
identified 21st century skill(s) necessary for 
successful mastery of content.

• Craft an Identity - Students see themselves as 
active participants in their learning, revisit their 
work, and embrace struggle as part of the learning 
process. 

• Display Creativity - Students demonstrate 
multiple strategies to respond to moments of 
challenge or confusion, and they reflect on the 
value of mistakes in advancing their learning

Students will be able to develop the develop 
and apply the skills necessary for post-second-
ary success in an increasingly collaborative 
workforce.
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Building knowledge
standards & practices access for all authentic assessment

Learning is grounded by an overarching essential question, 
phenomena, or theme connecting grade appropriate 
standards and skills, is open-ended and intriguing, helps 
students to uncover and make meaning of big ideas, and 
helps students transfer knowledge systematically. 

Students are encouraged to engage with content standards 
and practices, connecting across standards and units using 
texts or problems that exhibit grade appropriate complexi-
ty. 

Learning opportunities are grounded in what is outlined in 
the relevant grade and content area of the Massachusetts
Curriculum Frameworks.

Students connect their prior knowledge with new content, 
including using their cultural preferences and norms for 
communicating and learning.

Instructional scaffolds are included that are aligned to 
grade level rigor, designed to make thinking visible, and 
support students in productive struggle as they progress to 
standard mastery. 

Teachers have opportunities to affirm the unique skills, 
knowledge, and interests students possess.

Assessments are aligned to grade level standards and 
practices with transparent success criteria, and frequent 
opportunities embedded for students to receive and 
incorporate feedback.

Teachers have opportunities to provide “wise feedback” 
throughout the lesson that affirms the student’s capacity to 
meet the goal or standard, tells students where they
missed the mark, provides actionable steps to improve
their learning, and helps them monitor their progress 
towards independent learning. 

Students have varied means of demonstrating their 
learning.

producing authentic work
relevant framing resources relevant product

Students practice the skills and thinking habits necessary to 
the discipline. 

Lessons are centered on engaging ideas that ignite student 
interest.

Student have choice in process, content, and/or product in 
alignment with their interests and identities.

Students critically examine and address community or 
societal needs.

Students engage with multiple sources of information 
and/or data, including multi-format resources. 

Students select multiple authentic texts, resources, tools, 
and or approaches to solve predictable or unpredictable 
problems aligned to stated learning outcomes and 
standards.

Students work with resources that question societal power 
dynamics and provide context, exposure, and examples of 
diverse voices, perspectives, and experiences where 
applicable.

Students produce work in carefully sequenced activities
that connect what they do/create to the overarching 
essential question/theme.

Students create and answer questions, generate
hypotheses, gather materials, and discover opportunities
to apply content to their lives and real-world situations.

Student products have a clear purpose and audience, with 
the opportunity to share their solutions with peers for 
feedback then those directly or indirectly affected by the 
problem.

developing 21st century skills
problem based discourse/cooperative learning capacity building

Learning begins with an engaging problem designed to 
hone students’ attention and prime them for learning.

Students engage in Critical Thinking by objectively question-
ing, analyzing, and evaluating issues in order to solve 
problems or formulate judgments.

Students express, generate or recognize ideas, alternatives, 
or possibilities that may be useful in solving problems, 
communicating with others, and entertaining themselves 
and others.

Pedagogical approaches such as problem-based curricu-
lum, “go conceptual” questioning, inquiry-driven lessons, 
experiential lessons, or simulations, are incorporated.

Students clearly and concisely articulate ideas or messages 
through various modes to develop interpersonal communi-
cation skills.

Students develop their own questions using tier 2 and 3 
vocabulary to solidify learning.

Students work collaboratively through the problem-solving 
process, exercise choice in methods of completion, and 
assume group responsibility for the success of their work.

Learning experiences are sequenced to promote students’ 
ability to review and refine their work and the work of their 
peers.

Pedagogical approaches such as discourse, debate, writing 
for different purposes and audiences, cooperative learning, 
protocols, and grouping are evident.

Students cultivate academic mindset where they learn 
through productive struggle.

Students monitor and direct learning experiences.

Students engage in metacognition where they demonstrate 
they understand how to learn and think about thinking 
processes.

Students self-assess and iterate on work to achieve 
high-quality products.


